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the European Union, Poland, and other 
countries. Based on my work over 
many years in the Helsinki Commis-
sion, I know that the current situation 
of Roma in Europe today simply can-
not be understood without learning 
about the genocide of Roma during 
World War II and the enduring legacy 
of that tragedy. 

I believe more should be done to 
teach about Romani experiences during 
the Holocaust, and we welcome the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum’s 
support for scholarship in this area. 
This resolution commends the Museum 
for its work in promoting remembrance 
of the Holocaust and educating suc-
cessor generations about the genocide 
of Roma. 

The museum welcomed the introduc-
tion of this resolution last year, ob-
serving, ‘‘House and Senate passage 
will help raise awareness about the his-
tory of the Romani people, the richness 
of Romani culture, and to unequivo-
cally reject the dehumanization of 
Roma and any violence directed 
against their communities.’’ I look for-
ward to the opportunity for this resolu-
tion to be adopted by the Senate. I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of S. 
Res. 124 be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

S. RES. 124 

Whereas the Romani people trace their an-
cestry to the Indian subcontinent; 

Whereas Roma have been a part of Euro-
pean immigration to the United States since 
the colonial period and particularly fol-
lowing the abolition of the enslavement of 
Roma in the historic Romanian principal-
ities; 

Whereas Roma live across the world and 
throughout the United States; 

Whereas the Romani people have made dis-
tinct and important contributions in many 
fields, including agriculture, art, crafts, lit-
erature, medicine, military service, music, 
sports, and science; 

Whereas, on April 8, 1971, the First World 
Romani Congress met in London, bringing 
Roma together from across Europe and the 
United States with the goal of promoting 
transnational cooperation among Roma in 
combating social marginalization and build-
ing a positive future for Roma everywhere; 

Whereas April 8 is therefore celebrated 
globally as International Roma Day; 

Whereas Roma were victims of genocide 
carried out by Nazi Germany and its Axis 
partners, and an estimated 200,000 to 500,000 
Romani people were killed by Nazis and their 
allies across Europe during World War II; 

Whereas, on the night of August 2–3, 1944, 
the so-called ‘‘Gypsy Family Camp’’ where 
Romani people were interned at Auschwitz- 
Birkenau was liquidated, and in a single 
night, between 4,200 and 4,300 Romani men, 
women, and children were killed in gas 
chambers; 

Whereas many countries are taking posi-
tive steps to remember and teach about the 
genocide of Roma by Nazi Germany and its 
Axis partners; and 

Whereas the United States Congress held 
its first hearing to examine the situation of 
Roma in 1994: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) remembers the genocide of Roma by 

Nazi Germany and its Axis partners and 
commemorates the destruction of the 

‘‘Gypsy Family Camp’’ where Romani people 
were interned at Auschwitz; 

(2) commends the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum for its role in promoting 
remembrance of the Holocaust and educating 
about the genocide of Roma; 

(3) supports International Roma Day as an 
opportunity to honor the culture, history, 
and heritage of the Romani people in the 
United States as part of the larger Romani 
global diaspora; and 

(4) welcomes the Department of State’s 
participation in ceremonies and events cele-
brating International Roma Day and similar 
engagement by the United States Govern-
ment. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO PATRICK JOHNSON, 
JR. 

∑ Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Madam Presi-
dent, I am pleased to commend Mr. 
Patrick Johnson, Jr., of Tunica, MS, 
for his service and contributions to the 
State of Mississippi while serving as 
the 86th president of Delta Council. 

Organized in 1935, Delta Council 
plays an important role in uniting ag-
ricultural, business, and economic de-
velopment leadership to solve problems 
and promote greater opportunities in 
the Mississippi Delta region, which en-
compasses 19 counties in northwest 
Mississippi. 

Mr. Johnson has worked tirelessly 
this year to advance the priorities of 
Delta Council, including farm policy, 
economic development, flood control, 
and education. As a partner in Cypress 
Brake Planting Company, Tunica Air, 
Inc., and Buck Island Seed Company, 
he knows all too well the challenges 
producers currently face with increased 
costs and volatility in the agricultural 
industry. As a member of the Mis-
sissippi Commission on Environmental 
Quality, he is dedicated to helping find 
solutions to the Delta’s groundwater 
and alluvial aquifer issues so that fu-
ture generations can continue to 
produce crops and enjoy the recreation 
that is such a large part of the rich his-
tory of the Mississippi Delta. Mr. John-
son also understands the importance of 
economic development to the viability 
of the Delta and that, through efforts 
like Delta Strong, the region will con-
tinue to successfully attract new op-
portunities. 

Mr. Johnson assumed the role of 
Delta Council president during a time 
characterized by difficulties, such as 
the ongoing and disruptive pandemic, 
rising inflation, and many other chal-
lenges. Patrick Johnson has been a 
steady and calm leader over the past 
year and has contributed his vast 
knowledge and service to many critical 
issues during his tenure as president. 

Outside of his time spent working on 
his farm and serving Delta Council, Mr. 
Johnson contributes his time as a lead-
er to many valuable organizations. He 
serves as a Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality commissioner, 
National Cotton Council Environ-
mental Task Force member, American 

Cotton Producers Farm Bill Task 
Force chairman, and Tunica County 
Chamber of Commerce member. In ad-
dition to serving as a member of Delta 
F.A.R.M., Mr. Johnson has also served 
on the Tunica County Farm Service 
Agency Committee and is a past direc-
tor of the Tunica County Farm Bureau. 
Mr. Johnson and his wife, Emily, are 
members of Tunica Presbyterian 
Church where he sings in the choir. 

It is my pleasure to join the citizens 
throughout the Mississippi Delta and 
the great State of Mississippi in offer-
ing congratulations to Mr. Patrick 
Johnson, Jr., and sharing our apprecia-
tion with his wife Emily Purifoy John-
son. His input over his year of service 
has undoubtedly contributed to the 
overall continued success and influence 
of this highly respected 87-year-old or-
ganization, Delta Council.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE INDEPENDENCE 
ASSOCIATION 

∑ Mr. KING. Madam President, today I 
wish to recognize the outstanding con-
tributions of an organization based in 
my hometown of Brunswick, ME. This 
year marks the 55th anniversary of 
Independence Association, and I could 
not be more grateful to everyone who 
has contributed to the organization’s 
work to enrich our community by serv-
ing children and adults with develop-
mental disabilities. For over half a 
century, Independence Association has 
helped individuals rise to their full po-
tential, growing up and out as fully in-
cluded, fully valued members of their 
communities. Their work, their cre-
ativity, and their contributions make 
all of us better. 

The Independence Association we 
know today has changed over the dec-
ades. Its inception dates back to 1967— 
a time in which institutionalization 
was still prevalent—when five families 
founded the Youth Development Center 
to chart a different course for their 
children. The Youth Development Cen-
ter immediately demonstrated that the 
right people, resources, and support 
made an inclusive and independent life 
a reality for their children, and they 
soon welcomed others with additional 
needs as well. That organization grew 
and, in 1977, became Independence As-
sociation; since then, its staff, volun-
teers, and parents have gone on to em-
power hundreds of people with disabil-
ities to enjoy enriching lives in the 
Maine communities we all love. 

Over the last 55 years, Independence 
Association has continued to be cre-
ative, collaborative, and comprehen-
sive in supporting their clients’ ever- 
evolving needs. Even during a pan-
demic, faced with severe staffing short-
ages, a challenging hiring environ-
ment, and stagnant reimbursement 
rates, Independence Association re-
mains committed to the more than 400 
clients they support and the hundreds 
of people they employ. 

The staff, volunteers, and community 
partners of Independence Association 
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